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23rd SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE MEETING 

Online 

16 June 2020 

Report 
 

Report of Special Session on 23rd IRDR SC Meeting 

1 Due to COVID-19 pandemic, the 23rd Scientific Committee Meeting scheduled for 

18-19 March 2020 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, was cancelled. In order to follow up 

the IRDR work plan 2020, a two-hour special session was held on 16 June 2020 online. 

Special thanks go to ICoE-SEAPRI-UKM of Malaysia, which kindly provided the online 

meeting facility.  

2 The overall objective of this special online meeting was to oversight IRDR’s main 

tasks for 2020, namely: the IRDR Compilation; the IRDR 2021 Conference; and the 

Global DRR Research Agenda. The meeting was to consider implementation of these 

tasks taking into account the context of COVID-19 and the new time frame of IRDR, 

which has been extended to the end of 2021. The full agenda of this meeting is in 

the Annex 1. The download link for the meeting record and documents is in the 

Annex 2. The list of participants is in the Annex 3 (five SC members were unable to 

attend due to prior commitments).   

3 Item 1 Opening: the Executive Director of the IPO, Qunli Han, briefly introduced the 

background of this meeting and the online meeting procedures. Then Chair of 

Scientific Committee, John Handmer, welcomed all the participants. Round table 

introductions were made, and the agenda was adopted.  

4 Item 2 Progress report: the work of Hazard Terminology and Definition and the 

IRDR Compilation was updated.  

4.1 Virginia Murry gave a briefing on the final draft of the technical report of 

Sendai Hazard Definition and Classification with a reference to IRDR SC22 

in Xiamen on this subject. The final draft report consists of an introduction to 

the task, methods and results, discussion and limitations, recommendations 

and next steps, and a large volume of annexes on hazard terminologies and 

definitions. There are still several hazard information profiles that require 

additional reviewers. Experts and practitioners from ISC, UN agencies, IRDR 

and other relevant DRR stakeholders were engaged in the development and 

review process. Joern Birkmann suggested that the relevance of human 

vulnerability and exposure need to be stressed to improve hazard and risk 

information since the context has changed in recent years especially this year 

impacted by COVID-19 pandemic. Participants are looking forward to this 

Technical Report to better support DRR research and practice. 
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4.2 Fang Lian reported on the progress on the IRDR Compilation. The compilation 

has received contributions from NCs, ICoEs, former-SC members and young 

scientists on their DRR related achievements and activities. The first draft is 

planned to be ready for the Edit Team (established at SC22) to review in early 

July. John Handmer suggested that a professional language editor should be 

involved at a later stage for this publication. Riyanti Djalante suggested that it 

would be useful to pay more attention to DRR activities since Sendai. Ailsa 

Holloway suggested the executive summary of this Compilation could be 

translated into multiple languages for broader distribution, and as part of the 

IRDR’s commitment to diversity and inclusion. 

4.3 Anne-Sophie Stevance announced the extension of IRDR to 2021. The 

Addendum to the Letter of Cooperation on IRDR and the MOU on IPO will be 

signed soon. The IRDR Conference will also be postponed to the first half of 

2021. A working group to prepare the conference will be established soon. The 

initial draft concept note for the Conference prepared after IRDR SC22 will be 

further revised in consultation with the IRDR Community.  

5 Item 3 Specific discussion on Research Agenda: the progress on development of 

the Research Agenda was updated and recommendations for the detailed content 

were discussed. 

5.1 Fang Lian, on behalf of Qunli Han, updated on the overall progress and the 

timeline. A Guidance Document was prepared to frame the development 

process. A Core Group (drafting group) was established and regular meetings 

have been held to move this task forward. The establishment of Expert Review 

Group is ongoing while the ToR and invitation letter are being finalized. The 

first-order draft of Research Agenda is expected to be available in this early 

August.  

5.2 John Handmer introduced the Guidance Document. This document sets up 

the principles, rationale, key questions and other critical elements to guide this 

process. A draft outline progress on consultation and review process was 

also introduced. Anne-Sophie Stevance emphasized the importance of the 

involvement of the funding community. Marc Gordon raised the necessity and 

challenge of linking to other international science missions and the decision 

makers as well as policy makers. Irina Zodrow pointed out the diversity of 

actors in DRR research should be well considered and reflected in the 

preparation of the Research Agenda. Fang Chen underlined that IRDR NCs and 

ICoEs should be engaged in the early stages of designing the Agenda.  

5.3 Michael Boyland introduced the concept of the literature review including the 

background and scope, aims and key questions, methodology, criteria for 

inclusion and the process and timeline. A short survey will be sent as soon as 

possible after this meeting to gather the inputs from the IRDR community. Nico 
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Elema provided an online resource centre focusing on DRR literatures in Africa. 

John Handmer responded to the general issue that it has been discussed in 

the core group meeting on how to involve the donors and other stakeholders. 

6 Additional note: 

6.1 This is the first time that the IRDR Scientific Committee has convened a meeting 

online. Given the COVID-19 pandemic, IRDR may make online meetings the 

norm. To follow up the IRDR main tasks for 2020-2021, additional special 

online sessions will be organised, in prior consultation with the co-sponsors 

and the host.   

6.2 The Chair and the ED expressed sincere gratitude to all SC members, NCs and 

ICoEs who participated in this meeting, despite the time zone differences. 

6.3 A brief report will be prepared by the IPO for circulation and record.   
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<End of Report> 
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Annex 1 

 

Detailed Agenda  

Item 1. Opening 

 Time: CET10:00-10:10, AM 

 Chair: John/Qunli 

 Note:  

- Welcome by Chair and ED 

- ED announce the meeting rules. 

- Adoption of the meeting agenda 

Item 2. Progress report 

Time: CET 10:10-10:40, AM, 15 June 

 Chair: John 

 Note:  

- Virginia Murry on Hazard Terminology (10 minutes+10 minutes discussion)  

- IPO-SO on Compilation and Conference 2021 (5 minutes+5 minutes 

discussion) 

Item 3. Specific discussion on Research Agenda 

Time: CET 10:40-11:40, AM,15 June 

 Chair: John Handmer/Qunli 

Note:  

- IPO-ED on overall progress on Research Agenda and timeline (5 minutes) 

- Chair to introduce the Guidance Document and Outline of Research Agenda 

(15 minutes). 

- MB to introduce the literature review (10 minutes). 

- Discussion and recommendations (30 minutes) 

Item 4. General Discussion and Conclusion 

Time: CET 11:40-12:00, AM, 15 June 

 Chair: John Handmer 

 

 

 

Annex 2: 

 

Download for meeting record: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikxdxlgb0uqef31/special%20session%20on%20IRDR%20SC23.

mp4?dl=0 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikxdxlgb0uqef31/special%20session%20on%20IRDR%20SC23.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikxdxlgb0uqef31/special%20session%20on%20IRDR%20SC23.mp4?dl=0
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Annex 3 

June 2020 

 

 

23rd Meeting of the IRDR Scientific Committee 
 

List of Participants (online) 

 
 

SC Members 

John Handmer (Chair) 

Director, Centre for Risk & Community Safety 

Mathematics & Geospatial Science 

College of Science, Engineering & Health 

RMIT University, Melbourne, Australia 

Tel: (+61 3) 9925 2307  

Email: john.handmer@rmit.edu.au 

 

Nesreen Daifallah Al-hmoud  

Director of Bio-Safety and Bio-Security Center 

Tel: +962 6 5344701 / Ext:2435 

Fax: +962 6 5344806 

Mobile: +962 796651251 

P.O.Box: 1438 Amman 11941 Jordan 

Email: Nesreen.Alhmoud@rss.jo  

Jörn Birkmann 

Head of Vulnerability Assessment, Risk 

Management and 

Adaptive Planning, UNU Institute for 

Environment and Human Security, Bonn 

Germany 

Tel: +49 (0)711 685-66333 

Email: joern.birkmann@ireus.uni-stuttgart.de 

CUI Peng 

Academician 

Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment, 

CAS, China.  

P.O. Box 417, Chengdu, Sichuan 610041, China.  

Email: pengcui@imde.ac.cn 

 

Riyanti Djalante  

Academic Program Officer  

United Nations University  

Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability 

(UNU-IAS)  

5-53-70 Jingumae, Shibuya-ku,  

Tokyo 150-8925 Japan  

Tel: +81-3-5467-1212 Ext. 1338  

Skype: riyantidjalante 

Email: djalante@unu.edu  

 

 

 

Haruo Hayashi 

The Kyoto University Graduate School of 

Informatics; Research Center for Disaster 

Reduction Systems  

Kyoto University’s Disaster Prevention Research 

Institute, Japan 

Email: hayashi@drs.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp 

 

Virginia Murray  

Consultant in Global Disaster Risk Reduction  

Public Health England, Wellington House.  

Vice-chair UNISDR Scientific and Technical 

Advisory Group (STAG)  

133-155 Waterloo Road,  

London SE1 8UG, U.K.  

Tel. (+44 79) 70747849  

Email: Virginia.Murray@phe.gov.uk 

 

SHM Fakhruddin  

Chief Technical Adviser- EWACC Project  

UNDP Samoa & Senior Specialist  

Tonkin+Taylor International  

Level 2, 105 Carlton Gore Rd  

Newmarket, Auckland 1141, New Zealand  

Tel. (+64 210) 2825316  

Emails: smfwater@gmail.com, 

BFakhruddin@tonkintaylor.co.nz  

 

LI Wei-sen  

Executive Director, 

APEC Emergency Preparedness Capacity 

Building Center (EPCC) 

Tel: +886-2-8195-8704 

Mobile: +886-916-820-906 

Fax:+886-2-8912-7766 

Skype: weisen_li  

E-mail: li.weisen@ncdr.nat.gov.tw,   

li.weisen.ncdr@gmail.com  
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mailto:smfwater@gmail.com
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Ex-Officio Members 

ISC 

Anne-Sophie Stevance 

Science Officer 

International Science Council (ISC) 

5 rue Auguste Vacquerie, 75116 Paris, France  

Tel: +33 1 45 25 67 04 

Fax: +33 1 42 88 94 31 

Email: anne-sophie.stevance@council.science  

 

UNDRR 

Marc Gordon 

Head, Global Risk Analysis and Reporting Unit, 

UNDRR, Geneva, Switzerland 

Email: gordon6@un.org 

 

Irina Zodrow  

Head, Partnerships & UN Inter-Agency 

Cooperation at UNDRR 

Email: zodrow@un.org  

 

National Committees 

NC-China 

Fang Chen 

Professor 

Institute of Remote Sensing and Digital Earth 

Chinese Academy of Sciences 

No.9 Dengzhuang South Road 

Haidian District, Beijing 100094 

China 

Tel. (+86 10) 82178105 

Email: chenfang@radi.ac.cn 

 

NC-France 

Myriam Merad 

Research Director/Professor CNRS 

LAMSADE, CNRS, [UMR 7243], Paris-

Dauphine University, PSL Research University, 

75016 Paris, France (Bureau B209) 

Tel: +33144054445 

Cell-phone: +33769224177  

Email: myriam.merad@lamsade.dauphine.fr 

 

NC-Germany 

Reimund Schwarze 

Professor 

German Committee for Disaster Reduction 

Kaiser-Friedrich-Str. 13 

DE - 53113 Bonn 

Email: reimund.schwarze@ufz.de 

 

 

NC-Iran 

Mohsen Ghafory-Ashtiany 

Professor 

International Institute of Earthquake Engineering 

and Seismology (IIEES) 

21 Arghavan st., North Dibajie, Farmanieh; 

Tehran, 19537; I.R.Iran 

Tel: +98-21-22294050 

Mobile: +98-912-7792554 

Fax: +98-21-22299479 

Email: mohsen.ashtiany@gmail.com 

 

International Centres of Excellence 
ICoE-CCOUC 

Emily Ying Yang Chan 

Professor and Assistant Dean (Development) 

Faculty of Medicine, Chinese University of Hong 

Kong 

Tel: 852-2252-8702  

Fax: 852-2145-7489 

Email: emily.chan@cuhk.edu.hk 

 

Chi Shing Wong 

Assistant Director (Administration) 

Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and 

CUHK for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian 

Response (CCOUC)  

School of Public Health and Primary Care| 

Faculty of Medicine  

The Chinese University of Hong Kong  

China  

Email: cswong@cuhk.edu.hk 

 

Sida Liu  

Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and 

CUHK for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian 

Response (CCOUC)  

School of Public Health and Primary Care| 

Faculty of Medicine  

The Chinese University of Hong Kong  

China  

Email: liusida2008@gmail.com 

 

ICoE-CR 

David Moore Johnston 

Professor, Director 

Joint Centre for Disaster Research 

GNS Science/Massey University 

PO Box 756, Wellington 6140, New Zealand 

Email: david.johnston@gns.cri.nz, 

D.M.Johnston@massey.ac.nz  

 

mailto:gordon6@un.org
mailto:chenfang@radi.ac.cn
mailto:mohsen.ashtiany@gmail.com
mailto:cswong@cuhk.edu.hk
mailto:liusida2008@gmail.com
mailto:david.johnston@gns.cri.nz
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ICoE-DRHDPI 

Gordon McBean 

Professor Emeritus 

Department of Geography  

Room 2431, Social Sciences Centre 

Western University 

London, ON, N6A 5C2 Canada 

Tel: 519-661-2111 ext 86036 

Email: gmcbean@uwo.ca 

 

Paul Kovacs 

Executive Director 

Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction 

20 Richmond Street East, Suite 210 

Toronto, Canada 

M5C 2R9 

Email: pkovacs@iclr.org 

 

ICoE-NSET 

Ramesh Guragain 

Deputy Executive Director 

National Society for Earthquake Technology - 

Nepal (NSET) 

Email: rguragain@nset.org.np 

 

Amod Mani Dixit 

Dr. Eng| General Secretary |Chief of Party (COP), 

Program for Enhancement of Emergency 

Response (PEER)|National Society for 

Earthquake Technology - Nepal (NSET) 

GPO Box: 13775, Kathmandu, Nepal   

Tel: +977-1-5591000 (ext 201) 

Fax: +977-1-5592692, 5592693 

Email: adixit@nset.org.np;  

      amod.dixit@gmail.com 

 

ICoE-REaL 

Nico Elema  

Executive Director 

PeriPeri U 

Stellenbosch University International 

RW Wilcocks Building, Cnr Victoria and 

Ryneveld Street  

Tel: +27 21 808 9381  

Email: ne@sun.ac.za 

 

Ailsa Holloway 

Senior Lecturer 

Auckland University of Technology 

Room MB 216, South Campus, 

640 Great South Rd, Manukau, Auckland 

New Zealand 

Tel: 09 921 9999 Ext 6796 

Email: ailsa.holloway@aut.ac.nz 

 

 

Alberto Francioli 

Projects Manager 

Periperi U 

Stellenbosch University International  

RW Wilcocks Building, Cnr Victoria and 

Ryneveld Street  

Tel: +27 21 808 9401 

Email: albertofrancioli@sun.ac.za 

 

ICoE-SDS IDRR  

Victor Gerlof Jetten  

Professor 

University of Twente  

Faculty Geoinformation Science and Earth 

Observation (ITC)  

PO Box 217, 7500AE Enschede  

The Netherlands  

Tel:( +31 53) 4874236 

M: (+31 63) 8311993  

Email: v.g.jetten@utwente.nl 

 

ICoE-SEADPRI-UKM 

Joy Jacqueline Pereira  

Professor and Principal Research Fellow  

SEADPRI-Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia  

Institute for Environment and Development  

43600 Bangi, Selangor D.E., Malaysia  

Tel: +603.8921.4852/4853  

Email: joy@ukm.edu.my;  

pereirajoy@yahoo.com 

 

Choun-Sian Lim  

Senior Research Officer  

The Centre for Southeast Asia Disaster Prevention 

Research Initiative (SEADPRI)  

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, UKM  

(en: The National University of Malaysia)  

43600 Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia  

Email: chounsian@gmail.com 

 

Nurfashareena Binti Muhamad 

Lecturer / Research Fellow 

Southeast Asia Disaster Prevention Research 

Initiative (SEADPRI-UKM) 

Institute for Environment and Development 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

Level 6, Block 1, Keris Mas Building 

43600 UKM Bangi, Malaysia 

Tel: +60124593055 

Email: fashamuhamad@gmail.com / 

fasha@ukm.edu.my 
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Mohd Khairul Zain Bin Ismail  

Pusat Kajian Bencana Asia Tenggara  

Southeast Asia Disaster Prevention Research 

Initiative (SEADPRI-UKM)  

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia  

43600, Bangi, Selangor  

Malaysia  

Tel. (+6 03) 8921 4858 {DL} /4852  

Emails: zainkhairul@ukm.edu.my  

zainkhairul@gmail.com 

 

ICoE-Taipei 

Ying-Hsuan Lin  

Science Officer of International Programs 

Center for Sustainability Science, Academy of 

Sciences located in Taipei 

Tel : 886-2-2787-2534 

Email: yhlin8@gate.sinica.edu.tw  

 

ICoE-TDDR 

Michael Boyland 

Research Associate, Stockholm Environment 

Institute 

15th Floor, Witthyakit Building, 254 

Chulalongkorn University Chulalongkorn Soi 64, 

Phyathai Road 

Pathumwan, Bangkok, 10330 Thailand 

Email: michael.boyland@sei.org 

Tel:+66 2251 4415 

 

ICoE-UR&S 

Omar-Dario Cardona 

Director, Titular Professor 

Institute of Environment Studies (IDEA in 

Spanish) 

National University of Colombia, Manizales 

Email: odcardonaa@unal.edu.co 

 

IRDR IPO 

Qunli Han 

Executive Director 

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk IPO 

c/o RADI/CAS, B705 

No.9 Dengzhuang South Road 

Haidian District, Beijing 100094, China 

Email: qunli.han@irdrinternational.org 

 

Fang Lian 

Science Officer  

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk IPO 

c/o RADI/CAS, B713 

No.9 Dengzhuang South Road 

Haidian District, Beijing 100094, China  

Email: fang.lian@irdrinternational.org 
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