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Numerous Efforts are Necessary to Save Lives 

and Livelihoods

All the necessary gears must fit each other

Science & Technology is required & 

embedded in each of these gears
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Somebody Must Bundle Together Various Elements

All the necessary gears must fit each other

Elastic Band is Needed

Culture of 
prevention 

must 
prevail
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How can 
we 

prevail? 
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1. To prioritize DRR in national policies

2. To apply DRR consideration on every single 

development sectors

3. To make prior investments for DRR

Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction

Accurate data and information are essential
Satoru Nishikawa



IDNDR 1990-1999
Establishment of National Committees and/or focal points for IDNDR was requested
Representatives of National Committees and/or focal points => delegation to 
WCNDR in Yokohama 1994

ISDR 2000 ～
UN GA 56/195, GA58/214, GA58/215 resolutions requested establishment of 
National Platforms

Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015:
Priority 1
(a) Support the creation and strengthening of national integrated disaster risk
reduction mechanisms, such as multi sectoral national platforms, with designated
responsibilities at the national through to the local levels to facilitate coordination across
sectors. National platforms should also facilitate coordination across sectors, including by
maintaining a broad based dialogue at national and regional levels for promoting awareness
among the relevant sectors.

from IDNDR National Committees to ISDR National Platforms
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Published in 2007 based on a workshop organized by ISDR 

in October 2006 at Pretoria

focus on why & how to establish

National Platform and it`s role

17 page 

document
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Discussions on National Platforms towards SFDRR 

GP2013 : Post-2015 Framework for DRR 
Consultation with National Platforms 

Discussions at Regional Platforms
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Tokyo Conference on International Study for Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience

January 2015
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Tokyo Conference on International Study for Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience

January 2015
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1959 Ise-Wan Typhoon was 
the 1st Epoch-Making Turning Point

• Response oriented approach to   preventive 
approach

• Individual approach to           comprehensive 
multi-sectoral approach

• Investment for disaster reduction

• National, Prefecture and Municipal Gov’ts were 
given responsibilities

14

Ise-wan Typhoon hit Nagoya, the 3rd largest 

metropolitan area in Japan. 5098 killed.
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Central Disaster Management Council chaired by the Prime Minister

The Cabinet must officially report the disaster countermeasures to the 
National Diet,  with                                                                         
the budget of the next FY and the statements of accounts of previous FY

Formulation of “National Basic Disaster Management Plan for Disaster 
Prevention”

Annual Gov’t Official Report on Disaster Countermeasures

National Coordinating Body with all relevant Ministers & 
Japanese Red Cross, Public Broadcasting, Semi-Public Sectors 
and the Academia

The Disaster Management Operation Plan (Sectoral)
The Prefecture and Municipal Disaster Management Plan (Regional, Local )

Disaster Countermeasures Basic Act  1961

Involvement of Semi-Public Private Sectors

Electricity, Gas, Telecom Companies

Railway and Bus Companies, Forwarders

Broadcasting Companies

Designated Public 
Organs for Disaster 
Management 

(The National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction! )
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People
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Relief

-Regional Planning

-Social Infrastructure Works

-Agriculture & Forestry

-Health & Sanitation 

-Environment
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The 1961 Act 
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Japanese 

National Platform 

for Disaster 

Reduction 
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Members of the Central Disaster 
Management Council

Prime Minister

All Ministers of the Cabinet

Bank of Japan
Japanese Red Cross Society

NHK Public Broadcasting
NTT Telephone & Telegraph

Professor of Geophysics
Governor of Niigata

Professor of Sociology & Media
Vice-Pres of Firefighters Assoc



Chief Cabinet Secretary
Minister of Disaster Management
Minister of Interior & Communications

Minister of Land Infrastructure 
Transport & Tourism

Example of a special committee under the Central Disaster 

Management Council

Senior Researcher at ICHARM
Sasakawa Award Laureate Professor

Governor of Miyazaki
Vice President of Firefighters Assoc

Professor of Sociology and Media
Senior Researcher at MRI

CEO of IBM Japan
Professor of Local Governance

Executive Director of NGO
Mayor of Nagaoka City

Professor of  Disaster Science

National Platform as a Multi-stakeholder setting for Policy Formulation



The Central Disaster Management Council on 

21 April 2006 at the Prime Minister’s Office

Easy to Understand DRR S&T for Policy Makers

Who is this ?

Japanese National Platform as an opportunity for good dialogue between the 

scientific community & political leaders. Satoru Nishikawa



Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 :
Priority 2

(g) To establish and strengthen government coordination forums composed of relevant
stakeholders at the national and local levels, such as national and local platforms for
disaster risk reduction, and a designated national focal point for implementing the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030. It is necessary for such mechanisms
to have a strong foundation in national institutional frameworks with clearly assigned
responsibilities and authority to, inter alia, identify sectoral and multisectoral disaster
risk, build awareness and knowledge of disaster risk through sharing and dissemination
of non-sensitive disaster risk information and data, contribute to and coordinate
reports on local and national disaster risk, coordinate public awareness campaigns on
disaster risk, facilitate and support local multisectoral cooperation (e.g. among local
governments) and contribute to the determination of and reporting on national and local
disaster risk management plans and all policies relevant for disaster risk management.
These responsibilities should be established through laws, regulations, standards and
procedures;

https://www.unisdr.org/partners/countries
Indicates 67 National Platforms  seems to be less than the actual number, 
eg: China, Germany, Japan are not listed
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Public consultation version for public review 15 May to 15 Aug 2017

76 page 

document !

Page 29
Compared to the 2007 Guideline, what do 

we have gained in substance ? Other than 

the difference between HFA and SFDRR.
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How can we really reach the people at risk?

What would be the role of National Platforms ?
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Thank you for your attention!
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