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Outline 

• Development of the UNISDR Science 

and Technical Advisory Group  

• Development of the science outputs 

from the Global Platforms 2009, 2011 

and 2013 

• Examples of UNISDR STAG science 

inputs UNISDR and related UNISDR 

activities 

• 2014 activities 

 





http://www.unisdr.org/eng/hfa/docs/HFA-brochure-English.pdf 



Establishment of  

UNISDR Scientific 

and Technical 

Committee 2008  

http://www.unisdr.org/we/i

nform/publications/11543  

http://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/publications/11543
http://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/publications/11543
http://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/publications/11543


Selected topics of current 

policy concern  

 
• Climate change 

• Changing institutional and public 

behaviour to early warnings 

• Incorporating knowledge of the wide 

health impacts of disasters  

• Improving resilience to disasters 

through social and economic 

understanding 





• The Global Platform …. stressed …. for the more effective 

integration of science and technical information into 

policy and practice.  

http://www.unisdr.org/files/10750_GP09ChairsSummary.pdf  

http://www.unisdr.org/files/10750_GP09ChairsSummary.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/10750_GP09ChairsSummary.pdf






http://www.unisdr.org/files/181

97_midterm.pdf  

As noted in the study commissioned for the Mid-Term 

Review Report on the use of databases for disaster 

risk reduction: “much of the existing operational 

research related to emergencies and disasters lacks 

consistency, is of poor reliability and validity and is of 

limited use for establishing baselines, defining 

standards, making comparisons or tracking trends.” 85 

http://www.unisdr.org/files/18197_midterm.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/18197_midterm.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/18197_midterm.pdf








The Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 (HFA) ─ Building 

the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters, is the 

inspiration for knowledge, practice, implementation, experience 

and the science for disaster risk reduction. 

Other consultations with specific stakeholders’ groups to 

explore their views on a post-2015 framework for disaster risk 

reduction…. include, but are not limited to …. the scientific 

community….. 













Report of the 

UNISDR 

Scientific and 

Technical 

Advisory Group 

– 2013 

Southgate RJ, Roth C, Schneider 

J, Shi P, Onishi T, Wenger D, 

Amman W, Ogallo L, Beddington 

J, Murray V. Using Science for 

Disaster Risk Reduction. 2013.  

http://www.unisdr.org/files/32609

_stagreport2013assembled.pdf  

http://www.unisdr.org/files/32609_stagreport2013assembled.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/32609_stagreport2013assembled.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/32609_stagreport2013assembled.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/32609_stagreport2013assembled.pdf


Case Studies: Objectives 
 

• The disaster risk reduction 

problem 

• The science  

• Application to policy and 

practice 

• Did it make a difference? 

. 









RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Encourage science to demonstrate 
that it can inform policy and 
practice 

2. Use a problem-solving approach to 
research that integrates all hazards 
and disciplines 

3. Promote knowledge into action 

4. Science should be key to the Post-
2015 Hyogo Framework for Action 



  27 







  30 





Current members of STAG 

UNISDR Margareta Wahlstrom, Pedro Basabe 

STAG Chair Dennis Wenger US 

• Vice-Chair Virginia Murray, UK 

• Delilah Al-Khudhairy, Joint Research Centre, EU 

• Walter Amman, GRF, Switzerland 

• David Johnston, IRDR, New Zealand 

• Laban Ogallo, ICPAC, Kenya 

• Takashi Onishi, SCJ, Japan  

• Ortwin Renn, Stuttgart University, Germany         

• Aromar Revi, India 

• Cathy Roth, WHO 

• John Schneider, Australia 

• Peijun Shi, Beijing Normal University, China 

Observers: Brett Schothorst, US; Wang Ming, China; Toshio 

Koike, Japan; Julie Calkins, UK; Amina Aitsi-Selmi, UK. 

;  



In summary  

• The role of UNISDR Science and 

Technical Advisory Group has 

grown over the last years 

• Call for case studies continues 

• Opportunities exist for greater 

collaboration  and partnership  
 


