
IRDR ICoE CCOUC 

Collaborating Centre for Oxford University and CUHK for 
Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response (CCOUC), 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 



CCOUC 

• Established in 2011 
• Mission - to serve as a platform for research, education, and community 

knowledge transfer in the areas of disaster and medical humanitarian crisis 
policy development, planning and response 

• IRDR ICoE since Nov 2016 

Research 

Education 

Knowledge 
Transfer 

CCOUC @ Apr 2018 



A Multi-disciplinary Team 

• Medicine 

• Public health 

• Environment epidemiology 

• Nutrition 

• Public policy 

• Communication 

• Geography and resource 
management 

• International relations 

• Political and social sciences 

• Finance 
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INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT 
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International Engagement  

• Academic partner of: 

 

 
 

• Integrated Research on Disaster Risk 
International Centre of Excellence (IRDR ICoE)  
– Hosts one of the ICoEs worldwide  

  since Nov 2016 

– Focuses on health and DRR 
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International Engagement  
• WHO Thematic Platform for Health Emergency & Disaster Risk 

Management (H-EDRM) Research Network 

– CCOUC Director as one of the co-chairs & CCOUC as secretariat since Sep 2016 

– Provides a multi-stakeholder and inter-disciplinary platform to coordinate 
activities, share information and provide technical advice to UN agencies and 
other stakeholders 

• UNISDR Asia Science Technology and Academia Advisory Group (ASTAAG) 

– CCOUC Director as ASTAAG Member since May 2016 

– Provides policy advisory services to governments and other stakeholders to 

strengthen and advocate science-based decision making for DRR 
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PROJECTS  
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Qinghai 

Sichuan 

Jilin 

Inner Mongolia 

Yunnan 

Gansu 

Chongqing 

Guizhou 

Guangxi 

Hainan 

IRAN 

MYANMAR 

BHUTAN NEPAL 

DPRK 

CHINA 

Ethnic Minority 
Health Project 

Capacity Building in 
Disaster and 

Humanitarian Medicine 

Capacity Building in 
Disaster and 

Humanitarian Medicine 

Academic Exchange in 
Health Emergency and 

Disaster Risk Management 
(H-EDRM) 

Academic Exchange in 
Health Emergency and 

Disaster Risk Management 
(H-EDRM) 

Community Disaster 
Resilience Building 

Geographical Scope of Work of CCOUC 
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China: Ethnic Minority Health Project 
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Focused Areas 
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Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

Climate Change Waste Management 

Environmental Health Health Behaviour Water & Sanitation 



Disaster Preparedness Kit (Grab Bag) 
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Reach of Ethnic Minority Health Project, China 

18,000+ 
Villagers Reached 

Dong Hui Manchu  Miao  Dai  Yi Zhuang  Tibetan  Lisu Jingpo  Kunge Bulang Inner 
Mongolian Koreab 
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CCOUC Project Sites 
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Nepal: Community Disaster Resilience Building 
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Other Regional Trainings in Asia 
• CCOUC – Sphere Country Focal Point for 

China since 2014 to promote internationally 
recognized minimum standards in 
humanitarian response for the Geneva-based 
Sphere Project 

• Provides trainings on Sendai Framework / 
SDGs / Sphere Project etc. to gov’t dept, 
academia & civil society organisation in: 
– Hong Kong (Department of Health / NGOs / 

secondary school teachers) 
– China (CDCs / NGOs) 
– Nepal (NGOs / academic institutions) 
– DPRK (State Commission on Disaster and 

Emergency Management / various gov’t dept.) 
– Bhutan (academic institutions, gov’t dept.) 
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RESEARCH 
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Research Focuses 

• Health Emergency and 
Disaster Risk Management  
(Health-EDRM) 
– Disaster literacy and resilience 

building 

– Disaster epidemiology 
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Research Focuses 

• Climate change, Environment 
and Health 

• Humanitarian Medicine in 
Resource-Deficit settings / of 
Marginalized Population 
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Hospital admissions ↑ by 4.5%  
for  every increase  of 1°C above 29 °C  

Hospital admissions ↑ by 1.4% for every  
decrease of 1°C within the 8.2-26.9°C range 

Mortality ↑ by 1.8% for every 
increase of 1°C above 28.2 °C 

Cumulative mortality* ↑ by 3.8% for 
every decrease of 1°C 

Death 

Hospital 
admission 

Help-seeking  
e.g. Clinic attendance 

Mild symptoms and 
Discomfort 

Behavioral changes# 

66.9% Have symptoms 

12.7% Required medical help 
82% Professional medical help 

18% Self-care only 

67.1%  reported changes 88.4% reported changes 

* Cumulative mortality is used because the lagged effect of 
coldness towards mortality is estimated to be 3 weeks. # Behavioral 
changes include amount of physical activity, appetite, frequency of 
social activity, mood and sleeping quality 

Hot Season Cold Season 

2% Required medical care  
95% Professional Medical Health  

(Western 70.0%/Chinese 25.0%) 

5% Self-Care only  

1.9 % Heatstroke 

Temperature Health Impact in 
Hong Kong 

Health-related calls ↑ when max. temp. 
reaches 30-32 °C.  About 49% of calls 

were for explicit health-related reasons 



Policy Briefs 
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EDUCATION AND  
KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER 
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Disaster Education 
Master of Public Health modules 
• Disaster and humanitarian crisis 
• Climate change and planetary health 
• Health and human security 
• Risk communication 
• Disaster research methods 
• Food security 

Certificate courses 
• Research methodology in disaster and 

medical humanitarian response 

Online learning 
• Public health principles in disaster and 

medical humanitarian response 
• Climate change and health 
• Research methods 
• Human security 
• Disaster hand language 
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Croucher Summer Course 2017  
Research Methodology for Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response 

• A 5-day residential course for  postgraduate students, early career 
researchers and experienced practitioners or policy makers  

• IRDR Young Scientists 

– Application: 11, Shortlisted: 7, Accepted: 5 

CCOUC @ Apr 2018 



Meeting with IRDR Young Scientists 

Name Position Financial support 

Ms Yan Cui (China) Lecturer, School of Law, Shandong University at Weihai Scholarship  

Ms Sandra Delali Kemeh 
(Ghana) 

Research Fellow, World Agroforestry Center Scholarship, Travel grant 

Mr Diocel Harold Aquino 
(Philippines) 

PhD student in Civil Engineering, The University of Auckland Scholarship  
 

Mr MD. Shamsuzzoha  
(Pakistan)  

Assistant Professor and Chairman, Dept of Emergency 
Management, Patuakhali Science and Technology University 

Scholarship  
 

Mr Shah Nawaz Khan 
(Pakistan)  

PhD candidate / Lecturer, University of Peshawar Scholarship, Travel grant 
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Professional Development Programmes (PDPs) 
for Secondary School Teachers in Hong Kong  

• Relationship between Disasters 
and Public Health from a Hong 
Kong Perspective 

• Globalisation: Climate Change 
and Human Health 

• Urban Threat of Infectious 
Diseases  

• Health Environmental Hazards 
and Public Health Responses  
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Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs) 

• Health Principles in Disaster and Medical Humanitarian Response 

• Climate Change and Health 

• Disaster Field Research Methods 

 

 
More than 5,000 students from 

all continents have enrolled in 

the first six cohorts offered  

since June 2014. 
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Thank you! 
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