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Agile, multi-scalar, 
cross-disciplinary 
partnership collectively 
committed to advance 
disaster risk 
scholarship for Africa. 
(est.  2006)



IRDR highlights (2011-2016)

21 new disaster risk-
oriented academic 
progs and modules

Reached > 1,800 
students - incubating 
capacity for science + 
for practice

Where do MSc graduates go?
eg Bahir Dar U. Ethiopia: 76 grads. NGOs (54%), 
Parliament/political admins (21%), DRM Commission 
(14%), Universities (8%)

Students registered for new academic progs



More Details…

1 810 students registered, 
incl. 541 in pgrad progs.. 

306 honours, masters & 
PhD students did indep. 
disaster risk research 

Tanà reached 608 students  

BDU‘s MSc DRM & SD 
registered 190 students 

(+ 160 in BSc DRM prog)

Untapped value of 
post-graduate research

212 disaster risk-related theses 
completed!

Eg, La vulnérabilité à la 
sécheresse en Androy: 
conséquences socio-
economiques et 
perceptions culturelles du 
risque climatique. (Tanà)

Socio-economic impacts of 
drought on pastoralists in 
Dirre Woreda of Borena, 
Oromia region. (BDU)



What ICoE REaL can gain…

• ? opportunities for staff and post-graduate 
student exchange.

• PhD capacity building... (especially 
‘sandwich programmes)

• Remote ‘guest lecturing’

• Research collaboration

• Summer/Winter School collaboration



What can IRDR ICoE REaL Contribute?
• Mature continental architecture for integrated 

disaster risk capacity building for risk science & risk 
management (12 univs, 185 staff, 28 DR-related 
progs & modules).

• Expertise in DR curricula integration across multiple 
disciplines in resource-constrained contexts.

• Multi-scalar strategic navigation capability, and…

Short Courses 87

Participants 2,400

Women 

attending 2011
28%

Women 

attending 2015
41%



120 Master thesis

29%

15%

9%
8%

7%

6%

26%

Livelihood/ Food Security

Climate change

Drought

Flooding

…Expertise in Integrated DR Research in Complex 
Environments (eg student research at BDU, Ethiopia)

…& a diverse port-folio of faculty-
led DR research across Africa


