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In 2023, the Youth Climate Change and Disaster
Reduction Innovation Activity was jointly launched by the
UNESCO Beijing Office, the Integrated Research on
Disaster Risk, the Horizon Global Youth Development
Program, and the Chinese National Committee for the
Man and the Biosphere Program, aiming to cultivate
outstanding young people who are concerned about
climate change and disaster prevention and reduction.
The event invited more than 20 domestic and foreign
experts to give special lectures, attracting nearly 3,000
participants. 66 project teams competed in three
directions: "sustainable living and production methods",
"natural disaster prevention and environmental
protection”, and "scientific and technological creation and
innovation". In the end, 15 teams won awards, showing the
wisdom and creativity of young people in responding to
climate change and disaster reduction.
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Entering 2024, the event was jointly initiated by UNESCO Beijing Office, the
Integrated Research on Disaster Risk, the Chinese National Committee for
Man and the Biosphere Programme, the International Centre on Space
Technologies for Natural and Cultural Heritage under UNESCO, and Tsinghua
University, aiming to further promote the attention of young people at home
and abroad to the issue of climate change, and to explore constructive
creative projects through training and teamwork. Since its launch on March
20, the event has included three stages: open classes on climate change and
disaster reduction, innovative creative practices, and venture capital
marathons. It has attracted more than 1,500 people to watch online public
lectures, nearly 2,000 young people to participate in innovative practices, and
75 project teams to compete in three directions: "Innovative Technology and
Natural Wisdom", "Community-led Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable
Development”, and "Youth Climate Change and Disaster Prevention and
Reduction Education and Action". In the end, 18 teams entered the finals. This
event has received widespread attention from the society, with nearly
140,000 project video views and votes. The contestants come from 12
countries, including students from well-known universities at home and
abroad and young experts from international organizations. Their professional
backgrounds cover multiple disciplines and fields, and they jointly contribute
youth wisdom to climate change and disaster reduction.
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Entering 2025, this event was further expanded into the "Youth Climate Action and Disaster
Risk Reduction Innovation Activity". It is jointly organized by the UNESCO Office in China,
the Integrated Research Programme on Disaster Risk, the National Committee of Chinese
People and the Biosphere, the UNESCO International Centre for Space Technologies for
Natural and Cultural Heritage, the School of Social Sciences of Tsinghua University, the
Zhishan Academy of Tsinghua University and the Horizon Global Youth Development
Programme. The event, themed "Activating Youth Power to Build a Healthy Planet
Together", focuses on three core issues: resilient city construction, application of artificial
intelligence and big data, and coordinated development of nature reserves and
communities. It promotes cross-disciplinary and cross-regional youth collaboration
through three sections: open classes, creative video collection, and innovation hackathons.
As a core component, this innovation hackathon attracted nearly 300 contestants from over
ten countries including China, the United States, and Russia, covering students from
prestigious universities such as Tsinghua University, Peking University, and Yale University,
as well as middle school students from various places. More than 50 teams presented
innovative proposals around three major themes. After the preliminary round, 31 teams
advanced to the semi-finals. Ultimately, after authoritative review, 16 teams from both
China and abroad advanced to the finals, demonstrating an open, inclusive and high-level
collaborative competition ecosystem. The semi-final set up a public voting session for
original videos, which attracted over 70,000participants within four days, significantly
expanding the influence of the event. Ultimately, after multiple rounds of reviews by judges
from international organizations, universities, enterprises and professional institutions, a
total of 16 teams from China and abroad advanced to the finals, demonstrating an open,
inclusive and high-level collaborative competition ecosystem.
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The case presentation report of this Youth
Climate Change and Disaster Prevention
and Mitigation Venture Capital Marathon
compiles outstanding projects from 2023,
2024, and 2025. Focusing on different
fields, concentrating on real-world issues,
and starting from various perspectives, it
gathers collective wisdom and strength to
provide important case demonstrations for
innovative reports on youth participation in
climate change response and disaster
prevention and mitigation.




