
PROGRAMME

UNESCO-South Africa Workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction

Tuesday 4 August 2026

10:00 to 13:00

MS Teams link to join: https://tinyurl.com/mmewddnf

Programme Director: Dr Phil Mjwara, Permanent Representative of South Africa to UNESCO

10:00  Opening and background by the Programme Director

10:10 Presentation by representative of UNESCO DRR Office 

10:20 G20 Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Working Group deliverables by Ms Pumeza Tyali, Director: 

Disaster Risk Assessment and Early Warning at the Department of Cooperative 

Governance and Traditional Affairs

10:30 SADC Disaster Risk Management Ministerial Meeting outcomes by Ms Pumeza Tyali

10:40 Flood risk intelligence from terrain-normalised flood predictions by Mr Humbulani 

Mudau, CEO of the South African National Space Agency

10:50 Converting data into timely action while remaining accurate, secure, understandable and fair by 

Dr Brian Mantlana, Climate Change Impact Area Manager at the Council for Scientific and 

Industrial Research

11:00 Flood risk monitoring and early warning system for informal settlements by Dr Emmanuel 

Fundisi, Geospatial Specialist at the Human Sciences Research Council 

11:10 Break 

11:20  Long-term ocean observations and the value of these for mitigation against natural 

disasters at the coast and inland by Dr Tammy Morris, Ocean and Polar Coordinator at 

the South African Environmental Observation Network Egagasini Node

11:30 High-performance computing for disaster risk reduction by Mr Mthetho Sovara, 

Support Scientist at the Centre for High Performance Computing

11:40 UN Office for Outer Space Affairs/Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster 

Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER) technical advisory support and 

capacity development activities in support of DRR across Africa by Dr Joerg Szarzynski, 

Officer in Charge of the UN-SPIDER Bonn Office

11:50 Q&A session 

12:10 Reflections by SADC DRR representative

12:20 Closing and next steps by Ms Gugulethu Zwane, Deputy Director General: Institutional 

Planning and Support at the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation
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12:00   Long-term ocean observations and their value in natural disaster mitigation at the coast and inland by Dr Tammy Morris, 
Ocean and Polar Coordinator at the Egagasini Node of the South African Environmental Observation Network 
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Department of Science, Technology and Innovation

 

Science, Technology and Innovation  
Department:

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

science, technology
& innovation 

UNESCO-SOUTH AFRICA WORKSHOP 
ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

Disaster risk reduction has become a global priority as countries face 

increasingly frequent and complex hazards driven by climate change, 

environmental degradation, urbanisation and socio-economic 

vulnerabilities. Effective disaster risk reduction requires a proactive, 

science-based and inclusive approach that strengthens preparedness, 

enhances resilience and reduces the impacts of disasters on people, 

infrastructure, livelihoods and ecosystems. 

The online workshop aims to strengthen understanding of disaster 
risk reduction; facilitate knowledge exchange and the sharing of best 

practices; enhance collaboration and partnerships; and identify 

opportunities for strengthening national and regional DRR capacities. 

INVITATION

Link to attend: .https://tinyurl.com/mmewddnf

Tuesday, 28 July 2026 09:00 to 12:00 Zoom

Tuesday 4 August 2026

10:00 to 13:00

Online (MS Teams)

For more information, contact Mr Dowelani Ndiitwani at 

Dowelani.ndiitwani@dsti.gov.za.

https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fmmewddnf&data=05%7C02%7CDowelani.Ndiitwani%40dsti.gov.za%7C52033b864358478bdef508dee8d11b38%7C6f46cdada6d74160b615095ac51998d2%7C0%7C0%7C639204181985605228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4ZDT2TvlM7XLa0Y9TMkMPgs4%2F8X38No266UO0e2rWIE%3D&reserved=0
https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fmmewddnf&data=05%7C02%7CDowelani.Ndiitwani%40dsti.gov.za%7C52033b864358478bdef508dee8d11b38%7C6f46cdada6d74160b615095ac51998d2%7C0%7C0%7C639204181985605228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4ZDT2TvlM7XLa0Y9TMkMPgs4%2F8X38No266UO0e2rWIE%3D&reserved=0
https://zaf01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fmmewddnf&data=05%7C02%7CDowelani.Ndiitwani%40dsti.gov.za%7C52033b864358478bdef508dee8d11b38%7C6f46cdada6d74160b615095ac51998d2%7C0%7C0%7C639204181985605228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4ZDT2TvlM7XLa0Y9TMkMPgs4%2F8X38No266UO0e2rWIE%3D&reserved=0
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