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Newsletter  

IRDR Conference 2014: 
“Integrated Disaster Risk Science: 
A Tool for Sustainabil ity”  
Led by its 15-Member Science Committee (SC), 
the IRDR Programme will hold its 2nd 
Integrated Research on Disaster Risk 
Conference at the Beijing International 
Convention Centre (BICC) in Beijing, China, 
from 7-9 June 2014. 

Under the theme,  “Integrated Disaster Risk 
Science: A Tool for Sustainability,” IRDR 
Conference 2014 will bring continued 
worldwide attention to the IRDR Programme 
through a series of plenary sessions dealing 
with the challenges of implementing integrated 
disaster risk research, inter-organisational 
collaboration, and policy, as well as the 
interaction with sustainable development 
activities. The sessions will address the range of 
environmental hazards, vulnerability, and 
sustainability in both global and local contexts. 
 
Topics to be explored include, but are not 
limited to: 
 
• Water and disasters 
• Risk reduction science and national politics 
• Risk reduction science and the media 
• Role of science in the 2015 agendas (post-

HFA; post-MDGs; GAR) 
• Empowering local officials with science 
• Capacity building for integrated research 
• Links between risk research and sustainable 

development 
• Assessing risk 
• Integrated risk governance 
• Collaboration between science and the 

private sector 

Dr David Johnston, Chair of the IRDR SC, 
describes this year’s Conference as an avenue 
“to bring together leading experts in the field of 
disaster risk reduction from all academic and 
professional specialities to help create a ‘global 
IRDR community.’”  
 
More information about IRDR Conference 2014 
can be found at: 
http://www.irdrinternational.org/conference/. 
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IRDR Contributes to Discussions 
on UN Sustainable Development 
Goals  In December 2013, an ad hoc working group, comprising several members of the IRDR SC and 
experts associated with the Programme, prepared a brief to inform the discussions of the United 
Nations General Assembly Open Working Group (OWG) on Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
The Issue Brief: Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development addresses the increasing 
recognition on the part of governments that the reduction of disaster risks is a foundation for 
successful sustainable development, and that disaster risk is a cross-cutting issue, requiring action 
across multiple sectors. The Issue Brief was the first background document to appear within the 
disaster risk reduction cluster ahead of the OWG’s Seventh Session, held in New York, USA, 6-10 
January 2014. 
 
Prof Mark Pelling, representing the International Council for Science (ICSU) and IRDR, attended the 
OWG’s Seventh Session and made two presentations:  

Prof Pelling holds up the IRDR/ICSU Issue Brief during the 
informal Co-Chair's meeting with major groups and other 

stakeholders on 10 January, where he presented the Brief’s 
main points. 

Representing the Scientific and Technological Community, 
Prof Pelling makes his presentation at the interactive 
exchange of views on climate change and disaster risk 

reduction during the 9th meeting of the Seventh Session. 

Snapshots:  IRDR at the 4 th Global 
Platform for DRR  
From 18-23 May 2013, IRDR 
representatives were in 
Geneva, Switzerland to attend 
the Fourth Session of the 
Global Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction. The Fourth 
Session was held under the 
theme: Invest Today for a 
Safer Tomorrow. Resilient 
People - Resilient Planet. 
 
As well as conducting the 9th SC meeting during the Platform, IRDR participated in two events: an 
IGNITE Stage presentation by former Executive Director, Dr Jane Rovins (photo on left), and as a 
panel member in a featured event, Applying Science and Technology to Policy and Practice in 
DRR, represented by Dr David Johnston, Chair of the IRDR SC (right).  
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Science Committee 
(SC) News  9th SC Meeting 
 
The 9th meeting was held from 18-20 May 2013 
in Geneva, Switzerland, in conjunction with the 
Fourth Session of the Global Platform for 
Disaster Risk Reduction. Day one of the 
meeting was a closed session while days two 
and three were open to attendees from the 
wider Global Platform to join the meetings and 
find out more about IRDR through interactions 
with SC Members and browsing relevant IRDR 
materials on display. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
In November 2013, the IRDR programme 
welcomed two new Members to the SC: 
 
 
 
 

S.H.M. Fakhruddin is a 
hydrologist by training, 
and has 13 years’ 
working experience in 
water engineering, 
climate and disaster risk 
management. His key 
areas of expertise are 
hydrological modeling, 

early warning system, climate-proofing 
infrastructure and disaster risk reduction 
engineering. Mr. Fakhruddin is working as a 
System Developer, CIFDP of World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) and 
Infrastructure Risk Specialist for USAID 
ADAPT Asia-Pacific. 

Virginia Jimenez-Diaz 
is a Geographer from the 
Universidad Central de 
Venezuela and researcher 
of the Research Center 
for Integrated Risk 
Management (CIGIR). She 
holds a PhD in applied 
geomorphology in urban 
areas, from the Department of Geography, 
University College London. Dr Jimenez-Diaz 
has done applied research on the role of 
different actors in risk reduction, including 
aspects of institutional and community 
strengthening.  

10th SC Meeting 
 
The 10th meeting was held from 12-14 
November 2013, at the Satellite Ground Station 
of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) in 
Sanya City, Hainan Province, China. The meeting 
coincided with the holding of IRDR China’s 
International Workshop on Disaster Risk and 
Mitigation, at which SC Members held sessions 
on 15 November specific to DATA, FORIN and 
RIA projects. 

During the morning session of day three, SC Members 
and invitees listen to a point raised by chair of the 

meeting, Dr Sálvano Briceño, SC vice-chair (third from 
left). 

Network Building Highlights 
 
• David Johnston, Chair of the IRDR SC, was appointed to the UNISDR 

Scientific and Technical Advisory Group (STAG) in May 2013. 
 
• David Johnston and Sálvano Briceño, Vice-Chair, have been appointed 

members of the International Expert Committee (IEC) of the Institute 
of Remote Sensing and Digital Earth (RADI), Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS). Pictured right, David Johnston accepts his Letter of 
Appointment from Mr	  Bing	  Zhang	  (left),	  RADI’s	  Deputy	  Director	  
General. 
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Research Activities  
Assessment of Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (AIRDR) 
 
AIRDR will undertake the first global assessment of integrated research on disaster risk. During 2013, 
a preliminary assessment of integrated research on disaster risk was conducted of 35 English language 
peer-reviewed academic journals published between 1999 and 2013, and 78 English language seminal 
publications, from 1993 to 2011. The review’s results will be published in early 2014. 

Disaster Loss Data (DATA) 
 
DATA aims to establish an overall framework for 
disaster loss data for all providers, to establish nodes 
and networks for databases, and to conduct sensitivity 
testing among databases to ensure some level of 
comparability. To achieve this, the Project conducted 
its second working group meeting from 29 September 
to 2 October. One of the main outcomes is a modified 
IRDR Peril Classification template, which, among 
others, permits comparability across databases despite 
different goals and objects of individual databases. The 
template will be widely publicised during 2014. 

Participants at the DATA Project’s second working 
group meeting. 

Forensic Investigations of Disasters (FORIN) 
 
FORIN has produced an approach that aims to uncover the 
root causes of disasters through in-depth investigations that 
go beyond the typical reports and case studies conducted 
post-disaster events. Building on the momentum of the 
Project's capacity building activities in 2012, the first 
international workshop on FORIN associated with 
landslides was held in Chiapas, Mexico, from 26 June to 4 
July. The Workshop shared the FORIN methodology with 
25 young scientists from seven Latin American countries to 
understand the complex and underlying causes of landslide 
disasters. 

Participants and faculty of the first International workshop on 
FORIN associated with landslides 

FORIN’s Community of Practice (CoP) 
Launched 
 
On 17 April, the IPO launched the FORIN 
CoP, the information dissemination, 
networking and collaboration forum for the 
growing network of researchers already 
using the FORIN template, and for those 
interested in this new methodology of 
investigating the underlying causes of 
disaster losses. You can visit the FORIN 
CoP and subscribe to its listserv here: 
http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/fo
rin/. 

SC Member & FORIN Co-Chair, Tony Oliver-
Smith (right), is interviewed during the workshop. 
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Research Activities 
(cont ’d)  Risk Interpretation and Action (RIA) 
 
RIA’s main objective is to build a community of 
practice on risk perception, communication and 
decision-making that focuses on the question of 
how people make decision in the face of risk. 
To that end the series of activities undertaken 
by the Project included seminars and symposia 
at major international events throughout the 
year, as well as an agenda-setting workshop to 
better integrate behavioural, social science and 
practitioner approaches to knowledge and 
learning in resilience building for disaster risk 
management: 
 
• Risk Interpretation and Action: An agenda 

setting workshop to better integrate 
behavioural and social science and 
practitioner approaches to knowledge and 
learning in resilience building for disaster 
risk management (London, England, 16-17 
May)  

 

RIA’s Community of Practice (CoP) Launched 
 
On 4 July, the IPO launched the RIA CoP to create an online forum for the growing network of 
researchers focused on understanding how people — both decision-makers and ordinary citizens — 
make decisions, individually and collectively, in the face of risk. The CoP will become the reference 
point for sharing RIA news, proposals, results, and ideas. You can visit the RIA CoP and subscribe to 
its listserv here: http://www.irdrinternational.org/projects/ria/. 

• “Natural Hazards: Risk Interpretation and 
Action” symposium at the Society for Risk 
Analysis-Europe’s (SRA-E) annual 
conference (Trondheim, Norway, 17-19 
June) 

 
• “Risk Communication and Decision 

Making” session at the 38th Annual Natural 
Hazards Research and Applications 
Workshop (Boulder, Colorado, USA, 13-16 
July) 

 
The Project also facilitated the first World 
Social Science Seminar on “Risk Interpretation 
and Action: Decision-making under conditions 
of uncertainty" in New Zealand from 9-13 
December 2013, which involved the 
participation of the ISSC’s 2013-2015 World 
Social Science Fellows. 

The 2013-2015 World Social Science Fellows, 21 early career 
researchers, and faculty of the World Social Science Seminar, including 

Dr David Johnston (back row, left), Chair of the IRDR SC.            
(Source: International Social Science Council) 
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Network Building  
Regional Committee (RC) and 
National Committees (NC) 
 
IRDR RCs and NCs support and supplement 
IRDR’s research initiatives, and help to establish 
or further develop crucial links between 
national disaster risk reduction programmes 
and activities within an international 
framework. 
 
During 2013, the Programme welcomed its first 
RC, in the Latin American and Caribbean (LAC) 
region, through the newly formed ICSU 
Regional Office for Latin America and 
Caribbean (ROLAC) Scientific Steering 
Committee for Integrated Research on Disaster 
Risk in LAC. The Scientific Steering Committee 
held its first meeting in Panama from 24-25 
September. 
 
The Programme also welcomed two new NCs 
to the IRDR roster: Colombia and USA. The 
other six NCs are: Canada, China, France, 
Germany, Japan and New Zealand.  
 
Others are welcome! 

International Centres of Excellence 
(ICoEs) 
 
Three new IRDR International Centres of 
Excellence (ICoEs) were established:  
 
• IRDR ICoE on Vulnerability and Resilience 

Metrics (ICoE VaRM) at the Hazards and 
Vulnerability Research Institute (HVRI), 
University of South Carolina, Columbia, 
USA 

 
• IRDR ICoE on Community Resilience (ICoE 

CR) at the Joint Centre for Disaster 
Research, Massey University, Wellington, 
New Zealand 

 
• IRDR ICoE in Understanding Risk & Safety 

(ICoE UR & S) at the Institute of 
Environmental Studies, National University 
of Colombia, Colombia 

 
These new ICoEs join IRDR ICoE Taipei, the 
first for the Programme, in providing research 
foci for IRDR that embodies an integrated 
approach to disaster risk reduction. 

World Social Science Report 2013 

On 15 November, the International Social Science Council 
(ISSC), launched the World Social Science Report 2013 at 
the UNESCO General Conference in Paris, France. The 
Report issues an urgent call to action to the international 
social science community to collaborate more effectively 
with each other, with colleagues from other fields of science, 
and with the users of research to deliver solutions-oriented 
knowledge on today’s most pressing environmental 
problems. 
 
Visit the International Social Science Council’s (ISSC) website 
for more information about this year’s Word Social Science 
Report: http://www.worldsocialscience.org/activities/world-‐
social-‐science-‐report/the-‐2013-‐report/.	  
 
The IRDR’s contribution to the Report can be found in the 
section "Contributions from International Social Science 
Council members, programmes and partners" pp. 540-541. 
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Announcements  

Vacancy: Post-Doctoral Research Associate for Review of FORIN Studies 
 
• Application deadline: 20 February 2014 
• Salary: £33,967 – £39,705 
• Post duration: 24 months 
 
Prof Mark Pelling, lecturer in the Department of Geography at King’s College London (KCL) and 
IRDR Science Committee (SC) Member, is looking for a Post-Doctoral Research Associate to work 
alongside him on an EU, FP7 funded research project, entitled PEARL (Preparing for extreme and rare 
events in coastal regions). The post will include undertaking a review of methods and outcomes for 
existing FORIN studies working with IRDR, as well as to manage day-to-day research activities. 
 
Detailed information about this position is available at: 
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/depsta/pertra/vacancy/external/apply.php?id=16844074.  
 

SC Bids Farewell to Dr Jane Rovins, IPO Executive Director 

On 30 November 2013, Dr Jane Rovins served her last 
day within the IRDR International Programme Office 
(IPO) as Executive Director, a post she served in since 
mid-2010. During the 9th SC meeting, the Members 
expressed their appreciation for Dr Rovins’ 
contribution to the Programme during the past three 
years, in particular her valuable contribution in setting-
up of the IPO in Beijing, China and managing the early 
stages of the Programme. 
 
(Left) Dr Rovins accepts a thank-you gift from Dr Johnston during 
the 9th SC meeting. 

Ms Charina Cabrido joined the IPO on 1 November 2013 as its new 
Communications Officer. Charina is a Filipino national with 10 years’ 
experience in the communications and media sectors.  She received her double 
Master’s Degree in Environmental Management and Science from the University 
of San Francisco, USA, and a postgraduate diploma in Integral Water 
Management from Saxion Hogescholen in Netherlands. Prior to joining the IPO 
team, Charina worked as a Communications Specialist consultant at the Asian 
Development Bank Manila under the East Asia Regional Development and 
Department of External Relations divisions. Charina can be contacted at 
charina.cabrido@irdrinternational.org and +86 10 8217 8917. 

New Communications Officer Joins the IPO 
 

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR) IPO 
c/o RADI/CAS 

Room B713, No 9 Dengzhuang South Road, Haidian District, Beijing, China 100094 
Tel: +86 10 8217 8917 | Fax: +86 10 8217 8913 

connect@irdrinternational.org | http://www.irdrinternational.org | LinkedIn: http://cn.linkedin.com/in/irdripo 
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