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IRDR has been integrally involved in the efforts leading towards the development of a post-2015 

disaster risk reduction framework. ICSU, one of IRDR’s three Co-Sponsors, is acting as the Organizing 

Partner for the Scientific and Technological Community Major Group (STMG) for the Third World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR), starting from the First Preparatory Committee 

Meeting (PrepCom1). 

IRDR at the PrepCom I 

 Building on the results of wide consultations with the DRR science community, IRDR’s Rudiger Klein 

led the STMG delegation on behalf of ICSU at PrepCom1, 14-15 July 2014.  

Key positions advocated in the 

plenary of member states included: 

(1) Strengthening linkages between 

sustainable development goals and 

DRR, recognizing DRR as a key 

driver for advancing SDG’s; (2) 

Promoting better knowledge flows 

(co-design, advice, capacity 

building, etc) between the S&T 

domain, civil society and  

government at all levels, aiming to improve 

disaster risk communication and risk literacy 

among all communities; (3) Ensuring the 

emergence of a robust evidence-base for 

decision-making in public and private sector at 

all levels (reference to indicators, targets, 

databases, etc); (Continued on Page 2) 



 

 

 

  
Continuation from Page 1. Towards the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 

4) Recognizing, in both research and action, the respective needs of both SIDS and LDC’s as well as 

developed countries.  

STMG delegation members Virginia Murray (STAG), Irasema Alcántara Ayala (IRDR SC member and 

FORIN co-chair) and IUGG Secretary Alik Ismail-Zadeh also delivered statements to the technical 

sessions and co-chair workshops. 

The IRDR SC Executive Group and the Executive Director have also been invited by ICSU to 

contribute to the work of an Ad Hoc Expert Group on DRR tasked to draw up a synthesis of the state 

of DRR science. The drafting group is chaired by Alik Ismail-Zade from IUGG. 
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IRDR response to Pre-Zero Draft 

Responding to the pre-zero draft of the post-2015 framework for DRR, that was released on 8 

August 2014 by the two co-Chairs of the intergovernmental Preparatory Committee, Ambassadors 

Päivi Kairamo (Finland) and Thani Thongphakdi (Thailand), IRDR and its co-sponsors consulted widely 

and compiled a documentation reflecting the views submitted from all sectors of the scientific 

community, including from the social and human sciences. The input received served as basis for the 

STMG’s contributions to seven open-ended consultative meetings in Geneva throughout September 

and October 2014.  

IRDR provided an independent collective response which identified three specific needs, namely to:  

(1) Develop, on the basis of state-of-the-art prospective knowledge, a forward-looking agenda, 

notably in terms of linking with the SDG’s (it was proposed to replace “resilience” with 

“transformations to sustainable and equitable development”);  (2) Emphasise the need for stronger 

support for science as the foundation for action-oriented cutting-edge knowledge, including the 

necessary monitoring activities; (3) Emphasise the need to connect national and local levels for the 

collection of the necessary vulnerability and loss data as prerequisite for both responsive and 

proactive planning and investment.  

 

A major outcome of PrepCom1 is the joint statement by 

UN agencies, the International Organization for Migration 

(IOM) and the World Bank supporting explicitly the 

“establishment of an international science advisory 

mechanism to strengthen the evidence base for the 

implementation and monitoring of the new framework”.  

See full statement here: 

http://www.preventionweb.net/files/globalplatform/jointun

statement%5B1%5D.pdf 

 

http://www.wcdrr.org/preparatory/post2015
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/globalplatform/jointunstatement%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/globalplatform/jointunstatement%5B1%5D.pdf


 

 

  

 

 

 

IRDR and the Science and Technology Major Group 

Reduction The STMG drafted and circulated and shared with 

co-chairs, other major groups and governments a 

number of draft documents, including the “Non-

Paper” on developing an international scientific 

advisory mechanism, a popular description of “how 

science and technology can help reduce the human, 

economic and environmental impact of disasters and 

emergencies”. A survey was commissioned that 

revealed that the majority of government position on 

HFA II presented during the PrepCom process 

requested “embedding science into the heart of the 

post-2015 DRR framework as a tool for 

implementation”; and a study of existing science-and-

policy dialogue frameworks identified lessons learnt 

and building blocks for a future DRR-focused 

science-and-policy dialogue tool. Against this 

backdrop, also UNISDR’s Science and Technological 

Advisory Group came to play a key role in 

supporting the STMG.  
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In his role as leading the STMG delegation in 

Geneva, the IRDR Executive Director established 

exchanges with other Major Groups representing 

all sectors of civil society, which has created 

opportunities for future joint activities to advance 

the co-design on research, for example through the 

IRDR Consultative Forum. The Major Groups next 

to STMG – defined first, in a similar constellation, 

STEP4DRR: Science and Technology Engagement Partnership for DRR 

A meeting hosted on 1 October suggested to baptize the framework for advancing the development 

and better use of DRR science as in practice and policy-making “STEP4DRR – or Science and 

Technology Engagement Partnership for DRR”. It was proposed that STEP4DRR would be comprised of 

a set of four knowledge-based actions (such synthesis of the state-of-the-art of science and all relevant 

DRR knowledge, assessment, monitoring and review, foresight) and two cross-cutting as knowledge 

building actions (focusing on communication and engagement and capacity building across all sectors). 

As outcome of the multiple rounds of national and regional consultations, the co-chairs, with support 

from the UNISDR secretariat, issued a Zero-Draft in mid-October, on which ICSU and IRDR will 

consult members and stakeholders for comments. 

 

Also IRDR’s third co-sponsor, UNISDR, and 

notably the Special Representative Margareta 

Wahlström, emphasized in numerous speeches 

to gatherings of government delegations and 

other audiences around the globe the 

importance of strengthening scientific input 

(whether in the form of policy advice, capacity 

building, evidence, foresight or others still) as a 

key element for the success of HFA II.  

 

 

for the UN Conference on Environment and 

Development in Rio in 1992 – are: Women; 

Children and Youth; Farmers; Indigenous 

Peoples; NGOs; Trade Unions; Local 

Authorities; and Business and Industry. The 

delegation of STMG, on the other hand, is 

composed of a cross-section of scientific 

organisations and communities involved in DRR 

science or representing related support 

organisations, such as funders or academies; the 

composition of the group varied from meeting 

to meeting, but always included IRDR and ICSU 

representatives. 

UN Special 

Representative for DRR 

Margareta Wahlström 

(Photo: UNISDR) 

 

http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/1-Post2015-STDRR-non-paper_24102014.docx
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/1-Post2015-STDRR-non-paper_24102014.docx
http://www.wcdrr.org/preparatory/post2015
http://wn.com/margareta_wahlstrom


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global DRR Conferences in Japan (2015) 

IRDR is involved, together with ICSU as Organising Partner for the STMG and a number of UN 

agencies, government delegations in preparing the multi-stakeholder session on Applying Science and 

Technology to DRR in the multi-stakeholder segment of the 3rd WCDRR. IRDR is also actively 

involved as co-sponsor in the Tokyo Conference on International Study for Disaster Risk Reduction 

and Resilience together with ICSU, and Science Council Japan (see also page 16 for the event details.) 
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IRDR at the ICSU General Assembly 

 

The ICSU General Assembly – which is held 

every three years and brings together national 

delegations, scientific unions, and many 

observing parties from the global S&T 

community – was convened in Auckland, New 

Zealand, from 30 August to September 3 heard 

a number of presentations on DRR science and 

IRDR: the UN Special Representative for DRR, 

Margareta Wahlström, spoke highly of the role 

of ICSU and IRDR in advancing the science-

base for DRR; IUGG’s Alik Ismail-Zade gave a 

presentation on the policy developments; the 

IRDR Executive Director R. Klein delivered to 

the plenary meeting a 100-second-poster-

expresso on the IRDR science perspectives. 

In addition, a strategy meeting of ICSU bodies, 

facilitated by IRDR, heard statements from 

ICSU president and IRDR founding chair, 

Gordon McBean, and from ICSU Executive 

Director S. Wilson emphasising on how the  

pre-zero draft on HFA2 reflects an appreciation 

of the possible contributions of the S&T sector to 

resolving some of the DRR challenges. 

The delegations of ICSU’s Regional Offices and 

ISSC Executive Director Heide Hackmann offered 

more visible support for the programme through 

their networks; a more active involvement of 

their respective constituencies was warmly 

welcome by all parties. IRDR SC Chair David 

Johnston recalled the success story of the World 

Social Science RIA Fellows who had held 

successful research and agenda setting meetings, 

and who collectively had provided valuable and 

substantial input to the science and policy 

processes IRDR is involved in. Science Council 

Japan President Professor Onishi explained the 

opportunities for showcasing and articulating the 

advances and applications of DRR science the on 

occasion of the two global DRR conferences in 

Tokyo and Sendai in the first quarter of 2015. 

http://monsoon.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/AWCI/TokyoConf/en/
http://monsoon.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/AWCI/TokyoConf/en/
http://www.icsu.org/general-assembly


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Committee and Research News 

Renewal of SC Member 

IRDR is pleased to announce that Sálvano Briceño accepted to renew his membership to the IRDR 

Science Committee for a second term that will last until 30 June 2017.  Sálvano had previously served 

briefly as Chair of the IRDR Science Committee (2011-12) and is the former Director of the UN 

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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SC member Virginia Jimenez-Diaz, 

from LaRED commissioned to write a 

report on DRR Science in Latin 

America for ICSU ROLAC  

 

hazards and disasters that also functions as IRDR 

Regional Committee. In order to promote better 

coordination with the global IRDR Programme, 

the Committee also comprises IRDR SC members 

from the region. Building on an earlier report 

from 2010, a number of workshops were held to 

establish a prioritized research agenda; now, IRDR 

SC member Virginia Virginia Jimenez-Diaz from 

Venezuela has been asked to compile a report on 

the landscape of DR science in Latin America. It is 

hoped that initial results can be presented at the 

next IRDR Regional Committee in mid-November 

2014. 

The ICSU Regional 

Office for Latin America 

and the Caribbean had 

established, in 2012, a 

dedicated Committee to 

advance region-specific 

research into natural 

SC member Djillali Benouar featured 

“Expert of the Week” on Prevention 

Web and as speaker at IDRC 

 

 

Djillali Benouar, Professor of Earthquake 

Engineering and Disaster Risk Reduction from the 

University of Science and Technology Houari 

Boumediene in Algeria was Prevention Web’s 

“Expert of the Week” from 14 – 20 July 2014. 

The said week’s session focused on Forensic 

Investigations of Disasters (FORIN).   

“Ask an Expert” is a new section launched by 

Prevention Web featuring experts available to 

share their DRR knowledge with the global online 

community of fellow experts and stakeholders. 

Each week a new DRR expert is introduced who 

can choose a topic from their range of expertise. 

 



 

 

  

SC Member Omar D. Cardona on 

probabilistic risk analysis 

 

Advances in probabilistic risk analysis that have 

become, at global level, a cornerstone of GAR 

2015, were presented by IRDR SC member  

Omar D. Cardona at a number of conferences 

during the reporting period, including at the  

World Bank / GFDRR co-sponsored 

“Understanding Risk” event in July in London,  

UK, and at the Second European Conference  

on Earthquake Engineering and Seismology in  

Istanbul, Turkey, August 2014.  

 

This joint event of European Association of 

Earthquake Engineering (EAEE) and European 

Seismological Commission (ESC) featured 50 

keynote and theme experts and about 750 oral  

and 800 poster presentations. In both London 

and Istanbul, Omar Cardona presented jointly with 

other authors involved with CAPRA 

(Comprehensive Approach to Probabilistic Risk 

Assessment), an open source, open architecture 

platform for evaluation of multi-hazard risk. Omar 

Dario Cardona is the Director of IRDR 

International Centre of Excellence in Understanding 

Risk & Safety (IRDR ICoE-UR&S) based at 

Universidad Nacional de Colombia in Manizales 

City, Colombia. 
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Science Committee and Research News (cont’d.) 

SC member Mark Pelling at “Coastal 

Cities at Risk” seminar in Manila 

 

Under the title “Building Strategic Alliances for 

Resilience with Local Government Units in Metro 

Manila” the 5-year Coastal Cities at Risk (CCaR) 

Project organized its third validation workshop a 

seminar-workshop at Manila Observatory / 

Ateneo de Manila on 12 September 2014. 

 

CCaR is an Affiliated Project of IRDR and 

supports, through Canadian multi-agency funding, 

interdisciplinary and integrated studies on coastal 

megacities (Vancouver, Bangkok, Lagos, and 

Manila).  

 

IRDR SC member Mark Pelling and KCL 

colleague Sophie Blackburn presented initial 

workshop input with papers on, respectively, 

human vulnerability and adaptation to natural 

disasters and climate change transformative urban 

governance; both topics are part of IRDR’s Risk 

Interpretation and Action (RIA) project, also 

chaired by Mark Pelling, which focuses on how 

people — both decision-makers and ordinary 

citizens — make decisions, individually and 

collectively, in the face of risk.  

 

Pelling emphasised the importance of the 

presence of local officials at the meeting, 

including, for example Undersecretary Austere 

Panadero of the Department of Interior and Local 

Government (DILG). 

 

http://coastalcitiesatrisk.org/wordpress/about-ccar/
http://coastalcitiesatrisk.org/wordpress/about-ccar/


 

  

ICSU Announcements 
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Canadian climate scientist new ICSU President  

 

 

At the conclusion of ICSU’s 31st General Assembly in Auckland, Professor 

Gordon McBean assumed the presidency, to which he had been elected 

by representatives from ICSU’s 120 National Members and 31 

International Scientific Union Members at the previous General Assembly 

in Rome, Italy, in 2011. McBean led the planning of the IRDR programme, 

whose Scientific Committee he chaired until November 2011. In his 

inaugural address, McBean said that he was “very proud of the role the 

Council has played, and will continue to play, in planning, coordinating and 

‘making happen’ global scale research for the benefits for all societies.” 

South African mathematician President-elect of the International Council for 

Science (ICSU) 

 

During the same GA, Professor Daya Reddy, an internationally recognized 

mathematician from South Africa, was elected as future President of ICSU. 

Reddy will take over from the current ICSU President, Gordon McBean, in 

October 2017. The other members elected to the ICSU Executive Board 

included Li Jinghai from the China Association for Science and Technology 

as Vice-President for Scientific Planning and Review.   

 

IRDR Research Activities 
“Risk Interpretation of Action” (RIA) expands with new Affiliated Project 

(“Transformative Knowledge Network”) 

The RIA family of projects expanded with the 

award granted under the ISSC Programme 

“Transformations to Sustainability”. The 

“Transformative Knowledge Network on 

Context, Culture and Environmental Risk”        

is led by Frank Thomalla, Senior Research 

Fellow from the Stockholm Environment 

Institute, and based in Bangkok, Thailand, 

whose co-researcher is Mark Pelling, 

Professor of Geography from Kings College 

London and Co-Chair of RIA, together with 

other colleagues from Stockholm and 

Australia. 

The project seeks to better understand how 

context and culture influence environmental 

risk perceptions and responses to risk; the 

network will look at a series of case studies, 

at global level and in Asia and Oceania, 

spanning different hazard types, religious 

contexts, political systems, as well as conflict 

types (political instability, land disputes, 

environmental refugees) and 

intergovernmental agreements, such as the 

post-2015 agreements on DRR, on Climate 

Change, and on the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRDR Research Activities (cont’d.) 

Bridging Gaps: RIA Fellows in Beijing 

The Risk Interpretation and Action (RIA) fellows blogged about their experiences of the recently 

concluded IRDR Conference 2014 held in Beijing.  

 

Reporting on the Seminar - Risk Interpretation and Action (RIA): Decision Making 

Under Conditions of Uncertainty 

In September, the paper “reporting on the seminar – Risk Interpretation and Action (RIA): Decision Making 

Under Conditions of Uncertainty” was published in the “Australasian Journal of Disaster and Trauma 

Studies”.  The article reported on the World Social Science Fellow seminar on RIA that had taken place in 

New Zealand in December 2013 with support from IRDR co-sponsor ISSC, the IRDR International Center 

of Excellence Taipei, the International START Secretariat and the Royal Society of New Zealand.  
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During the conference, RIA Fellows presented 

grant-winning projects on topics as diverse as water-

related risks in megacities, indigenous knowledge 

and risk, and multi-scale policy implementation.  The 

fellows also collectively prepared a statement on the 

role of science and technology in the Hyogo 

Framework for Action (HFA), and their views on 

the necessary review of HFA in 2015.                                                                                        

Twenty-five early career researchers from around the world 

were selected to review the RIA framework under the theme 

of “decision-making under conditions of uncertainty”, and 

develop novel theoretical approaches to respond to and 

improve this framework.   

Six working groups had emerged during the 2013 seminar that 

will present their results at the end of 2014.    

1. The assessment of water-related risks in megacities;  

2. Rethinking risk communication;  

3. The embodiment of uncertainty; 

4. Communication in resettlement and reconstruction phases;  

5. Integration of indigenous knowledge in disaster risk 

reduction; and  

6. Multi-scale policy implementation for natural hazard risk 

reduction.  

 

http://blog.worldsocialscience.org/2014/07/bridging-gaps-ria-fellows-beijing/
http://www.massey.ac.nz/~trauma/issues/2014-1/AJDTS_18-1_Doyle.pdf
http://www.massey.ac.nz/~trauma/issues/2014-1/AJDTS_18-1_Doyle.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Network and Partnership Highlights  

IRDR welcomes progress of sister programme “Future Earth”  

It was announced that the FE future secretariat was awarded to a consortium of five institutions in 

Canada, France, Japan, Sweden and the U.S.A. The Programme reassured parties that the winning 

consortium is committed to involve also institutions from the Global South through a number of regional 

hubs. The consortium selected to host the Future Earth Secretariat has been designed to foster global 

engagement and incorporate new and diverse actors, say members of the Science and Technology 

Alliance for Global Sustainability. “The implementation of the Secretariat will be challenging, and 

establishing a formal structure that is regionally representative should not be rushed and must be 

developed through a process of real engagement to incorporate leadership from all communities.” 
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IRDR and ICSU Activities  

World gathering of Chief Science Advisors to government on sidelines of ICSU GA  

Convened by the ICSU and hosted by New Zealand’s Chief Science Advisor Sir Peter Gluckman, this first 

global conference on science advice to governments brought together some 200 participants including 

science advisors, senior officials, representatives of national academies, experts and scholars from more 

than 40 countries across Africa, the Asia-Pacific region, Europe, the United States, Canada and Latin 

America. “Our goal was to start a global conversation on the practices and challenges of conveying science advice 

to governments,” said Sir Peter Gluckman.  

IRDR Executive Director R. Klein referred in discussions to the negotiations for HFAII in Geneva, where 

government delegations expressed strong demand for scientific evidence and technological solutions with 

the vast majority of UN Member States presenting plenary statements calling for S&T to play a stronger 

role in tackling disaster risks and strengthening resilient communities. Romain Murenzi, the executive 

director of The World Academy of Science TWAS, emphasised the importance of capacity building and 

strengthening collaboration among science advisory structures worldwide. 

 ICSU Regional Offices join CODATA and CAS for International Workshop on Open 

Data for Developing Countries 

Over the past decade, the Task Group on Preservation of and Access to Scientific and Technical Data in 

Developing Countries (PASTD) has focused on promoting and enhancing the worldwide cooperation in 

research data and on developing open knowledge environments for international science in developing 

countries. PASTD organized the workshop on “Open Data for Science and Sustainability in Developing 

Countries” on 6－8 August 2014 at the UN Offices in Nairobi, Kenya. The workshop offered an 

opportunity for sharing accomplishments in improving access to and use of research data and in reducing 

the digital divide since the World Summit on Information Society (Geneva 2003 and Tunis 2005), and the 

contributions made through the programmes of each of the partners. 

With ever-closer cooperation between ICSU Regional Offices and IRDR, the RO presence from Africa 

and Asia at this meeting was very welcome; ROAP Executive Director M. Nordin Hasan reported on the 

progress of the programme. IRDR pursues a policy of moving towards compatible and interoperable 

datasets on disaster risk and loss data, for example through its DATA project, and is represented through 

IRDR SC member Susan Cutter in the CODATA Task Group. For more details: http://codata-

pastd.org/index.html 

 

http://codata-pastd.org/index.html
http://codata-pastd.org/index.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Network and Partnership Highlights (cont’d.) 
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IRDR and UNISDR Regional Platforms  

IRDR speaks on the role of science during 2nd Arab Conference on DRR 

 

 

The 2nd Arab Conference on Disaster 

Risk Reduction, organised in Sharm el-

Sheikh (Egypt) from 14-16 September 

2014 brought together delegations from 

19 members of League of Arab States 

and representatives of all societal groups 

engaged in the Sendai process in the 

region. The session “Toward a 

knowledge centric society to Reduce 

Disaster Risk: Role of Science,  

 Technology and Academic Communities” examined issues on higher education, science and 

technology in DRR and was co-chaired by IRDR SC member Djillali Benouar (Algeria). Benouar 

presented IRDR International Centre of Excellence REAL (PeriPeri-U) as a possible model for 

closer coordination and collaboration among relevant institutions in the Arab World. The 

session concluded with recommendations that called for closer cooperation with IRDR in the 

process of “framing the role of Scientific, Technical & Academic Communities in advancing DRR 

in Arab States”. 

The 5th European Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction  

Hosted by the Spanish Dirección General de Protección Civil y Emergencias near Madrid, the          

5th European Forum for Disaster Risk Reduction was co-organized in collaboration with the Council 

of Europe, the European Commission and UNISDR Europe from 6-8 October 2014. The meeting 

called for a strong joint action to face the common challenges of climate change, sustainable 

development and disaster risk reduction.  

The role of science in addressing these challenges was among the issues raised on the opening day 

of the conference, which was attended by IRDR’s R. Klein in order to liaise with the European 

National Platforms. The outcome document agreed upon by the delegations from the meeting 

emphasized the need to champion, reinforce and better connect existing and future initiatives for 

integrated research and the scientific assessment of disaster risk thorough an adequate international 

scientific advisory mechanism. 

The document in acknowledging the links between disaster risk reduction and climate change 

adaptation, makes a commitment to stimulate contributions to the 21st Conference Of Parties on 

Climate Change 2015. The Madrid conference is the last in a series of regional preparatory meetings 

aimed at forging consensus on a new international framework for disaster risk reduction (HFA II).  

 

 

 

 

http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/regional/platform/acdrr/2014/
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/regional/platform/acdrr/2014/
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/regional/platform/efdrr/2014/


 

 

  

 

 

 

Network and Partnership Highlights (cont’d.) 
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Now accepting online registration until 30 November 2014 

 

The Conference is a critical stage post as the science community prepare for the World Conference 

on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan.  

Organizers: 

 

2014 IRDR Global Conference recommendations presented to IDRC Davos 

 

The 2014 IRDR Global Conference, held in Beijing on 7-9 June 2014 had 

brought together speakers and participants from 54 countries. A number of 

new scientific papers are currently being prepared for two special issues of 

renowned international journals. The book of all paper abstracts is available 

here.  The conference report, which draws on the conclusions prepared by 

the IRDR SC Chair and the team of WSS RIA Fellows has been published at 

Planet@Risk . IRDR Executive Director R. Klein spoke to the IDRC 

Conference in Davos, Switzerland, on 25 August 2014 on the conference 

results, focusing on the recommendations issued by the WSS Fellows. 

 

 

 

  

Science Council of Japan 

Ito International Research Center 

Conference, University of Tokyo 

United Nations International Strategy 

for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) 

Integrated Research on Disaster Risk 

(IRDR) 

http://monsoon.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/AWCI/TokyoConf/en/regist.htm
http://www.wcdrr.org/
http://www.wcdrr.org/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/IRDR-Conference-2014_Programme_FINAL.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/IRDR-Conference-2014_Programme_FINAL.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/08/21/planetrisk-irdrconference2014/
http://www.scj.go.jp/en/
http://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ext01/iirc/en/
http://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ext01/iirc/en/
http://www.unisdr.org/
http://www.unisdr.org/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/


 

 

 

  

IRDR National Committees 

AFAC14 Research Forum opened successfully in Wellington 

More than 390 emergency management practitioners and researchers attended the very first Bushfire 

and Natural Hazards CRC Research Forum at the annual AFAC conference in early September which 

this year was held in Wellington. 31 researchers from universities and agencies across Australia, New 

Zealand and the US covered the latest research into severe weather, community safety, heatwaves, flood 

risk, the economics of natural hazards, infrastructure planning, fire modelling and volunteer management, 

thereby demonstrating how research and innovation can contribute to safer communities and better 

environmental management.. 

Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC (BNHCRC) is one of IRDR National Committee in Australia; it was ; 

this was BNHCRC first conference in partnership with AFAC, taking over from its predecessor the 

Bushfire CRC.  

 

Page 12 IRDR Newsletter 

Network and Partnership Highlights (cont’d.) 

 

IRDR National Committees honour International Day for Disaster Reduction  

 

“Older people are disproportionally affected by the increase in natural disasters and climate change. HelpAge 

advocates for their inclusion in disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation debates and 

programmes”, the charity writes. 

In Australia, the Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC held a free public forum in Canberra to raise 

awareness. The forum featured a panel of speakers who explored Australia’s contribution to natural 

disaster risk reduction at home and in the region. The event was held at University House, Australian 

National University. Around 60 people attended, with a lively question and answer session following 

short presentations by each of the speakers. The forum drew on the perspectives of researchers, 

academia, government and NGOs, exploring the challenges we face in preparing for and responding to 

natural disasters, what we can do today to ensure that the impacts are less tomorrow and that the 

recovery process is better, and what policies changes would be needed. 

This year the focus of the International Day for Disaster Reduction (IDDR on 13 October) is on older 

people, including their needs and what they contribute to better planning and understanding of disaster 

risk in their communities. IDDR 2014 intends to switch on and amplify this critical issue now and for 

the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction. 

 

Together with the international charity Help 

Age, the German National Committee for 

IRDR, (Deutsches Komitee 

Katastrophenvorsorge e.V. – DKKV) launched a 

press release alerting to the special needs of 

older people under conditions of disaster risk 

reduction and climate change adaptation.  

http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/events/2014-research-forum-wellington
http://www.bnhcrc.com.au/events/2014-research-forum-wellington
http://www.irdrinternational.org/about/structure/national-regional-committees/
http://www.unisdr.org/2014/iddr/


 

 

  

Network and Partnership Highlights (cont’d.) 

 IRDR International Centres of Excellence   

IRDR ICoE introduces Community-Resilience-Toolbox at knowledge sharing 

workshop in Wellington 

As part of the 7th Australasian Natural Hazards Management Conference 2014, the IRDR International 

Centre of Excellence: Community Resilience in Wellington hosted the: “Community Resilience: 

Knowledge Sharing” workshop on 26 September 2014. This workshop explored inter-agency knowledge 

sharing to answer the question “how do we ensure that lessons from past disasters and day-to-day good 

practice in one region are implemented into future pre-disaster recovery plans in others?” 

 

and to encourage practitioner questions drive future research needs. Workshop participants were 

introduced to the newly launched Community Resilience Toolbox , developed by IRDR ICoE Wellington 

as an online network and database to facilitate the sharing of ideas and resources, for activities that build 

resilient communities. A workshop report for the “Australasian Journal of Disaster and Trauma Studies” 

will to ensure that lessons from this trans-disciplinary workshop are documented and shared with the 

international community. 
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RADI organises 5th SCO National Academies Summer School of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

Hosted at RADI’s Kashgar Campus in Xinjiang Province, China, the 5th edition of the SCO summer 

schools, under the title “Remote Sensing and Sustainable Development” from 20 July – 6 August 2014, 

builds on the 2012 “Kashgar Declaration”. The declaration had outlined the strategy to promote 

research and applications in Remote Sensing (RS) among the SCO member countries. In the meantime, 

a network of Earth Observation Stations and expert institutions has already been established in the 

region. In order to further promote S&T cooperation among SCO member and observer countries, 

the Chinese Academy of Sciences had launched the SCO National Academies of Sciences Summer 

School for Young Scientists in 2009.  The 2014 School will be held in collaboration with the CAS-

TWAS Centre of Excellence on Space Technology for Disaster Mitigation. Invitations for nominations 

had been sent to the National Academies of Sciences of Iran, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, 

Mongolia, Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan as well as the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of 

Sciences. (Continued on Page 14) 

 

Over 40 participants from many different 

organisations identified challenges to 

collaboration between diverse stakeholders, 

practitioners and researchers for disaster 

preparedness activities and ways to address 

these challenges. With the help a hypothetical 

community space as case study, participants 

explored new ways to collaborate effectively, to 

ensure research evidence informs practice,  

IRDR Host Institutions in China 

 

http://www.hazardseducation.org/conference/2014/2014index.php
http://www.getprepared.org.nz/excellence/
http://www.getprepared.org.nz/excellence/
http://www.resiliencetoolbox.org/


 

  

International Symposium on Earth Observation (ISEO 2014) convenes in Kyrgyzstan 

Jointly with the Institute of Physical and Technical Problems and Materials Science, National Academy     

of Sciences of the Kyrgyz Republic, RADI and the International Society for Digital Earth organized the 

2nd International Symposium on Earth Observation for Arid and Semi-arid Environments (ISEO2014). 

The meeting held at Issyk-kul Lake, Kyrgyzstan, on 10-14 September 2014 brought together more than 

100 experts from 14 countries under the theme “Central Asia: Looking from Space”. Prof. Huadong 

Guo, CAS Member and co-chair of ISEO 2014, addressed the opening ceremony and expressed his     

hope that the ISEO2014 would offer a platform for improving cooperation on applications of Earth 

Observation      in Central Asia. “Earth observation technology could help human society in addressing 

challenges to its existence and will play an important role in food security, natural disaster mitigation, climate 

change adaptation and environmental sustainable development,” Guo said. He called for further cooperation 

in the field among countries in the region to serve the development of Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB). 

The meeting adopted the “Statement on the Scientific Program of Earth Observation for the 

Development of the Silk Road Economic Belt”. 
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IRDR Host Institutions in China (cont’d.) 

 

RADI-led Project among global top-10 UN Big Data Climate Challenge winners 

When the United Nations announced the winners of the “Big Data Climate Challenge” the RADI-led 

project “Big Earth Observation Data for Climate Change Research” was selected among the 

“Projects to Watch” – these are projects with particularly innovative uses of big data in emerging 

topics and geographic regions.  

 

ground observation experiments on the Tibetan Plateau and the Bohai Rim of China, the project aims 

to explore new theories, technologies and methods for climate change studies; develop an 

assimilation model using multi-source heterogeneous spatial data; acquire characteristics of the 

sensitive factors of climate change; develop a simulation platform for regional climate change studies; 

and conduct conceptual research on global change scientific satellites and observation stations on the 

Moon. 

 

The Big Data Climate Challenge is a global competition hosted by 

United Nations Global Pulse, an initiative of the Secretary-General 

on big data. The proposal resulted from a National Basic Research 

Program of China project entitled “Earth Observation for Sensitive 

Factors of Global Change: Mechanisms and Methodologies” (2008-

2013), which was undertaken by RADI in partnership with other 

Chinese institutes and universities. Prof. Huadong Guo from RADI 

serves as the chief scientist for this project. Based on huge and 

abundant datasets obtained from four synchronous satellite-aerial- 

 

 

Continuation from Page 13. RADI organises 5th SCO National Academies Summer School of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

Policy-makers and managers from these countries, wishing to expand their understanding of RS       

science and technologies, were also eligible to apply.  Next to courses, lectures and discussions, as well 

as laboratory practice, the programme also includes field trips (RS technology campus and facilities;        

eco-environments of the arid and semi-arid regions; cultural heritage sites of ancient Silk Road).       

IRDR-China is, through RADI, a partner in this event. 

 

http://www.unglobalpulse.org/big-data-climate-challenge-winners-announced
http://gcdp.ceode.ac.cn/main.action


 

  

WSS Fellows on RIA* (2014) Reporting on the 

Seminar – Risk Interpretation and Action (RIA): 

Decision Making Under Conditions of 

Uncertainty. Australasian Journal of Disaster      

and Trauma Studies. 18 (1), pp. 27-37. 

Download the report here 

 

Publications 

 

 

 

 

IRDR Annual  

Report 2013 

Download the report 

here 

IRDR Conference 2014 

Abstract Book 

Download the report 

chapters here 

 

 

 

2nd Integrated Research 

on Disaster Risk 

Conference – Integrated 

Disaster Risk Science: A 

tool for sustainability. In: 

Planet@Risk, 2(5), 

Special Issue for the 

Post-2015 Framework 

for DRR: p. 332-336, 

Global Risk Forum GRF 

Davos, Davos 

Download the report 

here 

A Review of the 

FORIN Methodology 

and Existing FORIN 

Case Studies 

Download the report 

here 
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http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/09/19/ria/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/09/19/ria/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/08/22/annual-report-2013/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/08/22/annual-report-2013/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/08/22/annual-report-2013/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/08/22/annual-report-2013/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/08/21/planetrisk-irdrconference2014/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/2014/08/21/planetrisk-irdrconference2014/
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/FORIN-REVIEW-28-JULY-20141.pdf
http://www.irdrinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/FORIN-REVIEW-28-JULY-20141.pdf
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Events 

 OCTOBER 2014 

 

 TACTIC Consortium:  Workshop on good practices in disaster preparedness - Krakau, Poland   

13 to 14 October  2014 

 UNISDR: 2nd Regional Workshop on “Risk Sensitive Investment Planning” - Bangkok, Thailand     

15-17 October 2014 

 EC JRC: State of the art of disaster loss data recording in the EU: progress towards EU guidelines 

Brussels, Belgium 23-24 October 2014 

 UNESCAP:  Expert Group Workshop on Disaster Loss Statistics - Sendai, Japan 27-29 October 

2014 

 UNISDR: Safe School Leaders – Istanbul, Turkey  30-31 October 2014 

 Integrated Disaster Risk Management 2014 – Ontario, Canada 30 October – 1 November 2014 

 TIMES China: High-level Forum on Disaster Emergency Response – Chengdu, China 28 -31 October 

2014 

 ICSU ROA: Swedish/Africa Consortium-Building Works on Reducing the Risk of natural and 

human-induced hazards and disasters for Africas Sustainability – Uppsala, Sweden 31 October 2014   

NOVEMBER 2014 

 ICSU,CODATA, WDS: SciDataCon 2014 - New Delhi, India  2-5 November 2014 

 ISSC, ICoE Taipei, and National Taipei University: World Social Science Seminar on 

Sustainable Urbanization – Taipei, Taiwan 2-8 November 2014 

 IRDR: 12th SC Meeting – Paris, France 13-15 November 2014 

 IRDR: FORIN Workshop - Paris, France 10-12 November 2014 

 IRDR: Consultative meeting of IRDR National Committees – London, United Kingdom         

11-12 November 2014 

 ISDE: 5th Digital Earth Summit 2014 - Nagoya, Japan 9-11 November 2014 

 UNISDR:  Second Preparatory Committee Meeting for the Third UN World Conference on DRR 

– Geneva, Switzerland 17-18 November 2014 

 IRDR NC in Germany-DKKV:  General Assembly- Bonn Germany 19 November 2014 

DECEMBER 2014 

 Council of Europe Disaster Preparedness: Conference on Including People with Disabilities in 

Disaster Preparedness and Response – Brussels, Belgium 4-5 December 2014 

 ICoE Taipei: Psychological Intervention after Disasters Workshop- Mianyang, China 8-11 December 

2014 

JANUARY 2015 

 IRDR NC Japan: Tokyo Conference on International Study for Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Resilience – Tokyo, Japan 14-16 January 2015 

 Integrated Research on Disaster Risk (IRDR) IPO 

c/o RADI/CAS 

Room B713, No 9 Dengzhuang South Road, Haidian District, Beijing, China 100094 

Tel: +86 10 8217 8917 | Fax: +86 10 8217 8913 
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